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Youth Service Bureau Showcase
Introduction

Since Youth Service Bureaus are designated s the municipal agent to coordinate, plan,
i ices for community youth, it is advantageous for provi
and legisators to study Row Y5B's are building resifiency for Connecticut’s children.
This showcase uill best practices, programs and innovative strategies to
address, intervene m&xwﬁnmwwwcz}m A
It is very invigorating working with such motivated, committed W
advocates!
Michele Stewart-Copes
Program Manager

A Best Practice for Youth Service Bureaus has 2 Key perspectives. The first is @ community belief

that collaboration between individuals, agencies and systems is critical for promoting positive
youth development. Mamwywmyptﬁuqsajam to opportunities for youth to develop
and practice skills for fiving that promote phiysical, mental, emotional and spiritual health is the
responsibility of an entire community. Second, Administrative Core Unit (ACU) functions include a
range of activities that promote;

1.) administration and management,
2.) research,

3.) resource development,

4.) community involvement,

5.) youth advocacy

Each of these 5 ACU functions Aas standards. These standards help to strengthien services that

promote in youth a sense of competence, usefulness, belonging, and power through positive outlets
for growth.

David Blumenkrants, PRD.
YSB Consultant
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Al of the programs and senvices provided by Wethersfield Socil and Youth Senvices’ Youth Division ang lnkad % the ROPE
(Rite of Passage Expaenca) Program and is Pree phases. Phase | consisss of & dweive session aperental cumouum. Goals
of he ROPE program inchude: involving ctizens of WetharsSald in & communily Sanciionsd i of passage peogeam, sasing the
fransition % midde school, and teaching prodlem soving sidis. Prase 1l of the Rite of Passage Exparience incudes the Pasent
Acton Comeitiee (PAC) and Crossroads, a0 sfier school program which connects youth with varous positve leisune Sme
acthvises. Prase I offers young pecpie voluriser cpporuniies such as communty Senvice Programs $0 1at Connactions 10 the
community and its residents am made. All of e Depaiment's addional programs such &s Wikdemess Programs, Community
Service Programs, and fhe Clmbing Cs for High School students wtize the relaionships with young peopls hat are
established rough he ROPE program. Addiionally, the goals established in ROPE are supponied theough al of the progams
olared. Cinucal services (counsaing, crisis inervention, case management) and the Javenile Review Boand programs (the
Daversion Program, an alemative 1o Juveniia Court for fiest ime juvende offendars, and Comemunity Senvics Programs for
Jovenie offonders) also promote e ROPE program goals with young peopie. In linking s secvices in s manner, the
Departmant wadves 2 safely net for The young people in this commenity as wad as ollering them a communtly based e of
PASSIDY QADEOENCE.



